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and the Nebraska National 

Guard to maintain peace, and 

arrest offenders when protests 

turned violent.  
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Friday, May 29 in Omaha. 

Trooper Jake Arnold and 

Lieutenant Greg Miller 

were inside the cruiser, 

working traffic control to 

block traffic as hundreds 

of protesters had taken 

over the intersection of 

72nd and Dodge. Lt Miller 

described the scene, in 
which protesters covered 

the cruiserõs windows with 

signs, climbed on the hood, and 

attempted to break a window. 

òIõve been in a lot of situations 

in 21 years. Iõve been on the 

SWAT team for 14 1/2 years. 

What was going on in that car 

was very near the top of my list 

of uncomfortable situations,ó 

Miller told the World-Herald.  

For the next several nights, 

Mobile Field Force, SWAT, PSD, 

ASD, and other Troopers from 

across Nebraska assembled in 

Lincoln and Omaha to respond 

to the escalating situation. 

Troopers worked tirelessly 

alongside local agencies 

In the last week of May, pro-

tests and riots that began in 

Minneapolis spread to cities 

throughout the country, includ-

ing Omaha and Lincoln. The 

actions of four officers of the 

Minneapolis Police Department 

sparked outrage across Ameri-

ca. Those actions, which result-

ed in the death of George Floyd, 
were universally condemned by 

law enforcement leaders, includ-

ing in Nebraska. 

As the protests reached Ne-

braska, the NSP was called upon 

to assist local law enforcement 

agencies in Omaha and Lincoln. 

The protests began peacefully, 

but turned violent multiple eve-

nings in both Omaha and Lin-

coln, causing millions of dollars 

in damage to various properties.  

The Omaha World-Herald iden-

tified the flashpoint in the de-

parture from a peaceful protest 

as the moment in which several 

dozen protesters surrounded an 

NSP Cruiser on the evening of 

(Top Right) Major Mike Jahnke talks with a protester. (Bottom Left) Protesters gather near the stairs of the Nebraska 

State Capitol while Troopers stand guard the day after millions of dollars in damage was done by protests to nearby 
buildings. (Bottom Middle) Lincoln Journal Star photo from Hall of Justice showing fireworks exploding after protest-
ers threw them at law enforcement personnel. (Bottom Right) Omaha World-Herald photo showing Troopers pre-

venting a crowd from breaking into a Target store near 72nd and Dodge in Omaha. 



In 2020, ASD welcomed 

two new pilots to their 

teamñTrp. Josh Emhovick 

and Trp. Barry Hinkle. Both 

relocated to Lincoln from 

North Platte in an effort to 

develop their piloting skills 

for all missions and aircraft 

types. Unfortunately, ASD 

does not have a pilot sta-
tioned in the western part of 

Nebraska for the time being, 

but that wonõt be overlooked. 

The ASD hopes to have a pilot 

stationed out west soon. This 

will better allow ASD to pro-

vide services to Troops D and 

E moving forward.  

 

The ASD also began building a 

statewide, multiple-viewer 

receive site for the microwave 

downlink system with the in-

tent of allowing Dispatch, 

Command Staff, and any other 

authorized users being able to 

view live feed video through 
fielded equipment and cellular 

technology. This advanced 

infrastructure has proven to be 

a reliable system for several 

simultaneous receive sites. 

Authorized personnel are now 

able to view natural disaster 

scenes, incident response mis-

sions, and surveillance opera-

tions in real time.  

 

Getting an aerial view proved 

to be especially beneficial in the 

recent protests and riots 

sweeping the nation. Over the 

course of four days, ASD per-
sonnel worked tirelessly from 

the air to support their fellow 

law enforcement personnel on 

the ground. They logged an 

incredible 56 hours of flight 

time! 

en and children in Nebraska. 

The bill directed the NSP to 

identify the scope of the prob-

lem of missing Native American 

women and children within our 

state, as well as the barriers in 

reporting these cases, and to 

create partnerships to increase 

resources for reporting and 

investigating these cases. 

 

This year-long project led by 

Captain Matt Sutter was com-

The NSP Office of Professional 

Standards has completed a 

partnership project working 

with the Nebraska Commission 

on Indian Affairs, the School of 

Criminology and Criminal Jus-

tice at the University of Ne-

braska at Omaha, and Legal Aid 

of Nebraska, which produced a 

study commissioned under LB 
154 of the Nebraska Legisla-

ture. Legislative Bill 154, which 

was passed in 2019, tasked the 

NSP with studying the issue of 

missing Native American wom-

pleted in May of 2020, and the 

final report was submitted to 

the Legislature. Due to the 

ongoing pandemic, the Legisla-

ture has yet to weigh in on 

report findings.  

 

The full report is available at 

the link below: 

https://statepatrol.nebraska.gov/
sites/default/files/lb154_report_-

_5.22.20_final.pdf 

Aviation Support Division  

Professional Standards 

Police Service Dog 

begin training new teams from 

across the State beginning Au-

gust 3rd at the NLETC. Addi-

tionally, the Division is in pro-

cess of developing a multiple-

dog deployment program to aid 

in the locating and apprehen-

sion of subjects in difficult ter-

rain and large geographical 

areas. 

 

Not only is the Division heavily 

involved in drug interdiction 

efforts across Nebraska, they 

are also regularly called out to 

assist Alpha and Bravo SWAT 

on their assignments, and have 

responded to numerous man-

hunts and civil unrest incidents. 

These handler-k9 teams work 

independently, and also assist 

other Troopers and allied agen-

cies. They are a vital resource 

for the State of Nebraska.  

In the second quarter, PSD 

welcomed one new handler 

(Trp. Kendall Reed) and one 

new k9 (Fahn) to the team. 

Handler Reed and PSD Mallory 

are currently in the process of 

training to become certified in 

Narcotic detection as well as 

Patrol work. Training along 

side them is Handler Sgt. 

Workman and PSD Fahn.  

 

The PSD Division is set to 
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Since its inception in June 2019, 

the Technical Crimes Division 

(TCD) has been rapidly grow-

ing. The team started with 6, 

and is now up to 17 full time 

personnel just one year later! 

 

Under the command of Capt. 

Jason Scott, the TCD is com-

prised of 13 sworn personnel 
and 4 civilian personnel. This 

team is tasked with investigat-

ing child exploitation cases 

originating from the Internet, 

using technology to track and 

arrest fugitives from justice, 

conducting digital forensic ex-

ams, and investigating cyber-

security threats from around 

the State and across the nation.  

 

Despite the challenges brought 

on by the COVID-19 pandem-

ic, the TCD has managed to 

stay safe and healthy. The team 

continued to provide quality 
services to the public and offic-

ers both inside and outside the 

NSP. 

 

The TCD has had an impres-

sive first half of 2020. Since 

January, the TCD has made 34 

arrests, conducted 19 residen-

tial warrants, provided 396 

assists, and handled 99 comput-

er exams and 232 phone ex-

ams.  

 

The TCD is committed to 

providing quality services and 
encourages anyone to reach 

out for assistance as needed. 

They are happy to serve.  

Tech Crimes 

 

 

The NSP says òThank youó 

able snacks, and have even 

delivered fresh pizzas, fruits, 

and sandwiches. We have also 

received several donations of 

hand sanitizer, disinfectant 

wipes, and masks. Several NSP 

offices have been receiving 

letters of appreciation and 

complimentary phone calls 

from the general public as well.  

 

The NSP is grateful for the 

support, encouragement, and 

generosity shown by Nebraska 

citizens. We are proud to 

serve Nebraskans and every-

one who passes through. There 

is truly no place like Nebraska.  

The Nebraska State Patrol has 

been saying òthank youó several 

times throughout the course  

of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

and the protests and riots. As 

the worldwide pandemic hit 

Nebraska, citizens across the 

State began stepping up and 

donating various goods to the 

NSP as a token of their appre-
ciation for the essential work 

Troopers do on a regular basis. 

Similarly, when protests and 

riots swept the nation following 

Memorial Day, citizens again 

began showing their apprecia-

tion for NSP personnel.  

 

From Scottsbluff to Omaha and 

beyond, Nebraska citizens have 

donated cases of water and 

Gatorade, provided nonperish-
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Additionally, the NIAC played a 

vital roll during the protests 

and riots. The team quickly 

stood up support, from Chad-

ron to Omaha, sharing infor-

mation with local, state, and 

federal partners, and analyzing 

emergent threats to support 

field operations providing 

crowd control and counter riot 
efforts. They quickly spun up 

daily round table discussions 

with key partners to ensure 

timely flow of intelligence and 

embedded analysts with Com-

The NIAC has welcomed one 

Research Manager, one Cyber 

Threat Analyst, and two new 

Crime Analysts since May 

2020. Ellis Collins (Research 

Manager) and Cassie Hongs-

ermeier (Crime Analyst) are 

stationed in Grand Island. Dee 

Lang (Cyber Threat Analyst) is 

stationed in Lincoln, and Dylan 
Leslie (Crime Analyst) is sta-

tioned in North Platte.  

 

munications and local partners. 

NIAC analysts assessed open 

source information for threats 

to law enforcement and peace-

ful First Amendment activities, 

and identified several disinfor-

mation threads.   

Intern Spotlight  

NIAC  
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The NSP welcomed three new 

interns to the team during the 

second quarter of 2020ñ

Troop H had one and Troop C 

had two.  

 

Eduardo Renteria Jr. began 

interning with Troop H on June 

8, 2020. He is a senior 

at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln 

majoring in criminal 

justice. Renteria Jr. 

desires to do some-

thing where he can 

help people and make 

a difference. Eduardo 

was eager to get first-

hand law enforcement 

experience through 

his internship with 

Troop H.  

 

Troop C had the 

honor of working 

with two internsñGrady Rob-

inson and Kenzie Hubl. 

 

As a student at Central Com-

munity College, Grady is work-

ing towards his Associateõs 

degree in criminal justice. He 

always had an interest in the 

military and law enforcement, 

so he looked forward to gain-

ing more knowledge regarding 

his interests. Getting hands on 

experience with law enforce-

ment will give Grady an idea of 

what skills are needed in this 

profession, and what opportu-

nities he could have here with 

the NSP.  

 

Kenzie Hubl is currently work-

ing towards attaining her Bach-

elorõs degree in criminal justice 

at the University of Nebraska-

Kearney. As a young adult, 

Kenzie participated in the 

NSPõs Junior Law Cadet pro-

gram which sparked her inter-

est in being a Trooper some-

day.  

 

The Nebraska State Patrol 

looks forward to working with 

aspiring college students look-

ing to get into law enforce-

ment.  
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